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2540 Applegate Street 
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Dear friends, 

September gives us an opportunity to become optimistic. Consider this note an invitation toward optimism.  

We’ll gather together to celebrate Oscar’s life on Saturday, September 19 at 11:00 am with a lunch reception to 
follow. Oscar would often say to me that he was a “glass is half-full kind of person.” He lived that way too. When 
the church had to adjust for limited attendance during the pandemic, Oscar would say that it was just simply an 
opportunity to use online methods to get the message out to even more people. He was right.  

Optimism is good for you. Marty Seligman and Steve Maier famously studied the topic in the 1960’s. What did 
they discover? Optimists are less likely to suffer from depression and anxiety. Optimistic undergraduates tend 
to earn higher grades and are less likely to drop out of school. Optimistic young adults stay healthier throughout 
middle age and, ultimately, live longer than pessimists. Optimists are more satisfied with their marriages. A one-
year field study of MetLife insurance agents found that optimists are twice as likely to stay in their jobs, and that 
they sell about 25 percent more insurance than their pessimistic colleagues.  

But what if bad things are happening to you? How could you still be optimistic!? Bad things do happen. Bad 
things happen to both pessimistic people and to optimistic people. The engine is ruined in the car and needs to 
be replaced. The unexpected bill comes in the mail and there isn’t any plan to pay for it. A relative is having 
health challenges and needs your help now! When bad things happen, however, the pessimist and optimist view 
things differently. The pessimist views the bad happening as if it were permanent. The optimist views the bad 
happening as temporary.  

The Scriptures remind us that all the bad things that happen to us in life are only temporary! Death is only 
temporary. I Corinthians 15:54, “Death is swallowed up in victory.” Challenges are only temporary. Romans 8:28, 
“And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good.” When Paul says, “all things,” he 
is inferring the items listed later in verse 35: tribulation, distress, persecution, famine, nakedness, danger and 
the sword. All things work together for good!  

We can certainly be optimistic about God’s work done at Peace Lutheran. Matt and Connie Carr are receiving 
Stephen Ministry Leadership Training and will be leading a class through Stephen Ministry in the winter. Pray 
for them in their preparations! Vicar Mitch is being installed as the Vicar of Peace Lutheran Church in West 
Salem. I will be coaching him with his studies. Pray for us! The Sunday School Youth are beginning their classes 
in September. Thank you to the teachers—pray for them! The Ladies Guild is busy preparing for their Holiday 
Bazaar. Is there a way that you can help? New Bible Studies are beginning and spiritual growth is possible.  
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I am amazed at the growth God has brought to the congregation. And more growth is yet to come. I look forward 
to a wonderful September and beyond!  

In His Joy, 

Pastor J 

 

Peace by the Numbers 

Date Attendance in Person Online Views Offering 

July 26 105 272 $1,841 

August 2 82 85 $3,268 

August 9 101 258 $6,362 

August 16 96 163 $4,207 

August 23 87 56 $2,418 

 

Plan for Worship 

September 6 – 10:00am Worship service with Communion. 
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost.  

September 13 – 10:00am Worship service outside on the 

patio. Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost. Rally Day. Mite Box 

Sunday. 

September 20 – 10:00am Worship Service with Communion. 

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost.  

September 27 – 10:00am Worship Service. Eighteenth 

Sunday after Pentecost. 

Mark your Calendar for the Fall Picnic 

 

Mark your calendars to attend church on Sunday, September 13, for our 
annual fall kick-off. We will be having our annual BBQ celebration with 
hamburgers, hot dogs, potato salad, chips, ice cream, and all the fixings, plus 
music, balloons, and games for the kids. A new bouncy house will be there 
for all the kids (and adults if you wish) to explore and enjoy.  Everything is 
provided–no need to bring side dishes. Sunday School starts at 9 a.m. 
followed by worship at 10 a.m. Bring your family and invite your friends. 
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Red Cross Blood Drive 

We are hosting a special September Blood Drive. Consider giving the gift of life. We 
are having a blood drive on Friday, September 18th from Noon to 5. There are still 
some spots available if you would like to donate. Also, cookies or other baked goods 
would be appreciated and can be delivered to the church kitchen on Thursday or 
Friday morning by 11:30. Your prayers for a successful drive for this life-saving item 
are very much appreciated.  

Calling All Singers 

The Peace choir is beginning to practice and share their singing in our worship services! 
The practices begin on Sunday, September 13 at 8am, and continue each Sunday at the 
same time. We plan on sharing songs in the service twice a month. We'd enjoy having 
you join us! See Colleen or Diane if you have questions.  

 

Dementia Warriors Updates 

The Dementia Warriors have several activities of interest to share with the congregation for September:  
Sept. 2: Support Group meeting at 2:30 p.m. Topic: Medicare enrollment help from SHIBA (Senior Health 
Insurance Benefits Assistance). Bring your questions! 

Sept. 16: Support group meeting at 2:30 p.m. Activity: Corvallis Environmental Center & SAGE (Starker Arts 
Garden for Education) Food Adventure Program is a hands-on experience cooking fresh, local foods. Increase 
your knowledge of food systems and nutrition, as well as your culinary skills, and receive seasonal recipes for 
preparing local foods.  

Sept. 28: Introduction to Qigong at 2 p.m. Carol Small will lead this special activity in the social hall. Qigong 
(pronounced "chee-gong") is an ancient Chinese mind-body practice that combines slow, gentle movements, 
deep breathing and focused meditation. It aims to cultivate and balance vital life energy, known as "qi", to 
improve health, calm the mind and increase vitality. Free, all abilities welcome. 

Sept. 29: Dementia Warriors Memorial Walk at 10 a.m. at Philomath City Park, 299 S. 23rd St. There will be hot 
beverages and pastries, along with a brief program of remembrance for fallen Dementia Warriors with an 
optional walk around the park after. Everyone is welcome.  

Sunday, Oct. 25: Walk to End Alzheimer's on the OSU campus beginning around noon. To donate or join the 
walk, see the Dementia Warriors team page at bit.ly/4whwXde. 

Help Beautify Our Church Grounds 

 

Many hands make our church grounds more welcoming! Volunteers are invited to 
help with pruning, weeding, planting, mulching and other outdoor projects. 
Families are welcome to adopt a planter or flower bed. This could be just a small 
time commitment or more. Any help is appreciated. To lend a hand, please contact 
Colleen or Janette.  
 

 

http://bit.ly/4whwXde
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Isabella’s Baptism 

We were so happy to welcome Isabella Sorensen into God’s family through 
Baptism on August 9. We thank God for this wonderful gift bestowed on baby 
Isabella and pray for blessings on her family. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastor Lucke, Caitlin, Isabella & Jarid 

 

A Note for Fellowship 

 
 
Thank you so much for all of the yummy treats and drinks you 
share for Fellowship each week! With the installation of the 
new carpet, please avoid bringing any drinks or punches that 
are red in color. Even though the carpet has been treated for 
stain removal, the red dye used in drinks is particularly prone 
to staining. We would like to keep our new carpet looking fresh 
and new for many years. Thank you! 
 
 

Pieces by Peace 

 

Pieces by Peace is a crafting group that meets monthly on the second Monday 
of the month at 10:15am. We meet at Jani Burton’s house. Our next meeting 
is Monday, September 14. Please join us for fun and fellowship as we create 
special projects! See Jani if you have any questions. 
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Oscar Gutbrod 
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Corvallis for Refugees  
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Concordia Seminary, St. Louis 

 
This month, Pastor Lucke was 
able to attend the fall orientation 
for the new SMP (Specific 
Ministry Pastor) Program on the 
campus of Concordia Seminary in 
St. Louis. Pastor Lucke will be 
serving as a mentor for Mitch 
Thormodson, one of only 24 
candidates accepted into the 

program. The week was filled with 
meetings and panel discussions, and 
concluded with a wonderful service to 
celebrate the beginning of the 100th 
academic year at the seminary. Over 
the next few years, Pastor Lucke will 
be working with Mitch, who attends 
Peace Lutheran Church in Salem, to 
complete his degree. More to come 
on this partnership and how we, as a 
family at Peace, can support Mitch 
and his congregation in Salem. 

 

Baskets for the Bazaar 

Maybe you don’t feel talented enough to make something for our Holiday Bazaar. Would you consider 
sponsoring a basket? You get the items for a basket and we will put them together and wrap them. Use your 
imagination! These are just a few ideas to you started: 

• Cookie or cupcake 
making project 

• Coffee Basket 

• Spa Basket 

• Car Care Basket 

• Wine Basket 

• Baby Boy or Girl Basket 

• Taste of Italy Basket 

• Happy Hour Basket 

• Breakfast Basket 

• OSU Basket 

• Get Well Soon Basket 

• Dorm Snacks Basket 

When you have your items ready, put them in a bag and bring them to church. We will include a list of the items 
in the basket when we prepare it. If you have a basket, include it, but we would be happy to provide the basket 
for you. No need to include the ribbon or wrap. Please bring your items to church by Sunday, October 4. Thank 
you! 

Things to think about when you purchase items: 

• Bags (like pasta, scone mix, pancake mix) are easier to put in a basket than boxes. 

• Check the expiration date! Items should be good for at least 3 months. 

• Don’t put in too many heavy items or glass items. 

• There is a list of ideas in the Narthex. 
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Ladies Guild Holiday Bazaar 
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Thank You from Our Mission Partners 
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Anniversaries
5 John & Michelle Croy 
24 John & Tami Faasse 

Birthdays
1 Vicki Guenther 

2 Margaret Phillpott 
3 Mervin Munster 
4 Anna Heitmeyer 

6 Jerry Holroyd 
8 Reagan Greig 
9 Anna Colwell 
9 Becky Cramer 

11 Witherly Hellesto 
16 Candy Koetz  

20 Genny Filbert 
24 John Mergl 

27 Christian Dollar 
28 Janice Abele 
28 Janel Greig 

29 Margaret Dusek 
30 Jeff Rhoads 
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September 13 
Ushers  

Reader Rob Schulze 

Fellowship Sally Stouder & Crew 

Flowers Carole Gutbrod 

 

 

September 6 
Ushers Rachel & Ellie Harrington 

Reader Debbi Weiler 

Fellowship  

Flowers  

Communion Lynn Reams & Kay Glathar 

 

September 27 
Ushers Debbi Weiler & ?? 

Reader Ryan Harrington 

Fellowship Kay Glathar & ?? 

Flowers Donna Whitaker & Scott Kinder 

 

September 20 
Ushers Jim & Lynn Reams 

Reader Sophia Snyder 

Fellowship Elaine Schwartz & ?? 

Flowers  

Communion Lynn Reams & Kay Glathar 

 

September Volunteers



14 

 

 

 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

 

 

 

 

1 

12:00 Rotary Club 

Meeting 

 

2 

7:30 Eat, Chat, Pray 

2:30 Dementia Warriors  

 

3 

7:00 Men @ Imagine 

10:00 Ladies Guild Meeting 

 

4 

 

 

5 

6 

9:00 Adult Sunday School  

10:00 Worship Service 
with Communion 
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8:15 TOPS 

 

8 

 

9 

7:30 Eat, Chat, Pray  

1:30 Dementia Warriors 
Leaders Meeting 

4:00 Elders Meeting  

10 

7:00 Men @ Imagine 

11 
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2:00 Debi Knudson 

Celebration of Life 

13 

9:00 Sunday School  

10:00 Worship Service 
(Mite Box Sunday) 

11:00 Rally Day Picnic 
 

14 

8:15 TOPS 

10:15 Pieces by Peace 

(@ Jani’s House) 

15 

12:00 Rotary Club 

Meeting 

7:00 Church Council 

Meeting 

16 

7:30 Eat, Chat, Pray 

2:30 Dementia Warriors  

 

17 

7:00 Men @ Imagine 

12:00 Chamber of 
Commerce Luncheon 

18 

12:00 Red Cross Blood 
Drive 

19 

11:00 Oscar Gutbrod 
Celebration of Life 

20 

9:00 Sunday School 

10:00 Worship Service 
with Communion  
 

21 

8:15 TOPS 

22 

 

23 

7:30 Eat, Chat, Pray 

24 

7:00 Men @ Imagine 

11:00 PCS Board Meeting 

25 

 

26 

 

27 

9:00 Sunday School  

10:00 Worship Service  
 

28 

8:15 TOPS 

2:00 Dementia 
Warriors 

 

29 30 

 

   

 

Save the Date – important dates beyond the month of September 

➢ October 2-4 – Camp Lutherwood Autum Youth Retreat 
➢ Friday, October 16 – Red Cross Blood Drive 
➢ Saturday, October 24 — Ladies Guild Bazaar 
➢ Sunday, October 25 – Reformation Sunday 
 

 

Labor Day 

Office Closed 


