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August 2026

Dear friends,
Do Lutherans believe “once saved...always saved?” Is this biblical?

It is easy to see why so many people have a hard time with this thought. How could someone live a wayward
life and still get in?!? Don’t people have to prove their faith by producing fruitful, spirit-led lives?!? Why not just
live for oneself—I’'m already saved?!

And it is most certainly true that God desires us to bear fruit. Jesus says (John 15:16), “You did not choose me,
but | chose you and appointed you so that you might go and bear fruit—fruit that will last.” It is also true that
we can live a life that rejects the gift of faith we’ve been given, which can lead us to losing our saved condition.
Galatians 5:4 states, “You who are trying to be justified by the law have been alienated from Christ;

you have fallen away from grace.” In this passage Paul is referencing individuals who were banking on their
saved status based on their religious observance. By doing so, they lost grace and they lost their saved status.

Lutherans don’t exactly teach “once saved...always saved.” We do, however, claim that God shares
unconditional love. Many people don’t know what unconditional love is. They grew up in families that shared
love based on a person’s actions. Or...they grew up in cultures or systems that delivered love based on reward
systems. Or.... the only love they have experienced is transactional—you do something for me; I'll do something
for you.

God’s love is different. It isn’t based on anything we do. We change—we don’t follow through and we sin. And
sometimes that makes us worry about whether God still loves us. God doesn’t change. God’s love continues to
reach out to us. We don’t have to worry that God is going to stop loving us!

Peace Lutheran Church strives to share this unconditional love in our relationships. This is what makes us truly
family. We may not exactly agree that a person is “once saved....always saved.” But we would agree that a
person that is “once loved by

God....is always loved by God.”

Dear Lord, thank You that You never change. Help me to trust in Your love even when I’m tempted to doubt it.
Give me the strength to share unconditional love with others in my life that need it. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

Pastor J



PEACE BY THE NUMBERS

June 28 $3,245
July 5 84 137 $3,151
July 12 118 147 $4,452
July 19 100 156 $3,608
July 26 105 160

PLAN FOR WORSHIP

August 2 — 10:00am Worship Service with Communion. Tenth
Sunday after Pentecost.

August 9 — 10:00am Worship Service. Eleventh Sunday after " lm@
Pentecost. 18 GOQOD.
ﬂ STRONGHOLD IN THE DAY OF TROUBLE.
JINDSHEKNOWS THOSE WHO
August 16 — 10:00am Outdoor Worship Service with TAKEREFUGEIN‘LLM

Communion. Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost.

August 23 — 10:00am Worship Service. Thirteenth Sunday
after Pentecost.

August 30 — 10:00am Worship Service. Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost.

ROTARY PRESENTATION ON AUGUST 18

~ C | Ub Of All are invited to attend the Rotary Presentation
otar
y Ph | Iomath on Tuesday, August 18 at noon in the Fellowship
Hall.

The presenter will be Avalon Mason, Mental Health Promotion and Prevention Coordinator from Benton County
Health Services. Avalon will be sharing information on Suicide Prevention and ways we can help those in our
community struggling with these issues.



GETTING TO KNOW YOU

By Peggy Krueger

Mark & Joyce Gourley

Mark was born in Chicago, lllinois. His family moved to the Salinas Valley in
California when he was about a year old. He grew up in California. He attended
Cal Poly San Luis Obispo for two years studying soils and Natural Resources. He
| moved to Oregon in 1975 to attend Oregon State University to study Forestry
' and Business. He worked for Starker Forests Inc. for nearly 40years, and finished
the last 7 years of his career at Cascade Timber Consulting in Sweet Home. He
~ feels fortunate to have been able to grow trees in both the Coast and Cascade
ranges.

Joyce was born and raised in Whittier, California. She attended San Diego State
University to study Liberal Arts and earn her teaching credential. She taught
elementary school in Whittier for 8 years before moving to Oregon in 1988. She taught for 1 year at Central Linn
Middle School, and for 2 years in the Corvallis School District before staying home for 23 years to raise the
children. She returned to the Corvallis School District to teach Kindergarten for 11 more years after the kids
were grown.

Joyce and Mark met in 1989 while out running through campus as both were training to run the Hood to Coast
Relay. They were married at Grace Lutheran Church in Corvallis in 1990. They have 5 children.

Mark enjoys raising pigs and growing roses. Joyce enjoys baking and visiting grandchildren. They live in
Philomath. They are happy to have found a home at Peace and are enjoying meeting a new church family.

The Holiday Bazaar will take place Saturday, October 24, 2026
from 9am — 3pm.

We need you! Please consider creating handcrafted items such as:

e Woodcrafts e Garden

e Windchimes related

e Jewelry items

e Knitted/crochet/quilted or sewn items e Plants or plant pots

e Kitchen related items e Cards

e |tems for babies or children e Household décor

e Toys e Christmas or Fall décor

e Petitems e Fun gift items and stocking stuffers
e Birdhouses e And more...

Your creativity is endless!



RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE

August is Blood Drive month again. As we move through summer, consider

AMERICAN RED CROSS

giving the gift of life. We are having a blood drive on Friday, August 14th from BLOOD

DRIVE

Noon to 5. There are still some spots available if you would like to donate. Also,
cookies or other baked goods would be appreciated and can be delivered to the
church kitchen on Thursday or Friday morning by 11:30. Your prayers for a
successful drive for this life-saving item are very much appreciated.

LINDA PEARL GISEL OBITUARY (1947-2026)

(Photo provided by family via McHenry Funeral Home)

Linda Pearl Clark was born in Hillsboro, Oregon, to Kyle and Ruby Clark.
She graduated from Hillsboro High School and then attended Seattle
Pacific University.

Upon graduation, she became a fourth-grade schoolteacher in
Bremerton, Washington. Later, she moved back to Hillsboro to teach
fourth grade in her hometown. She married Dave Mozuch, and they had
a daughter, Kristen. She later married Wayne Gisel of Philomath, Oregon.

After teaching, she worked in social services. Her final place of
employment was Community Services Consortium in Corvallis. Her
greatest enjoyment was in helping other people, and she also loved and
helped many animals.

A private celebration of life will be held in Hillsboro.

MINISTRY PARTNER HIGHLIGHT —
LUTHERAN LATINO MINISTRIES

Peace partners with and supports through mission donations, Lutheran Latino Ministries (LLM). LLM
collaborates with LCMS congregations for the purpose of providing the Gospel of Christ and engaging in ministry
with and among Hispanic/Latino people in the Northwest District.

The mission of LLM includes connecting people and resources for gospel outreach, training leaders, and
providing culturally and linguistically accessible Word and Sacrament ministry in every corner of the Northwest
District. Many bilingual youth events are offered each year, in addition to discipleship training and workshops
to help leaders understand ways they can share the gospel with Hispanic and Latino members of their
communities.

Go to lutheranlatinoministries.org to learn more about this wonderful organization!



1 Sophia Snyder
5 Peggy Malcolm
10 Mike Crocker
12 Brandy Stokes
15 Ellen Holroyd
15 Diane Crocker
15 Scott Kinder
17 Sandi Labahn
19 Bill Krueger
27 Jon Bendixen
27 Brandon Pittman
27 Sam Maslanik
28 Matt Stouder
28 Johnathan Holroyd

Blitidlays

AIVCLSALICS

7 Debby & Merrill Sommers
8 Sam & Dan Maslanik
9 Callie & Brian Santora
11 Mark & Joyce Gourley
11 Bill & Cheryl Narver
17 Jerry & Joyce Holroyd
18 Larry & Ann Oliver
21 Terry & Sally Stouder
22 Robert & Lynnette Marso
22 Merv & Patricia Munster
25 Mark & Charla Koeppe
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Debbi Weiler & Sharon Starr
Margaret Phillpott

Fellowship| Elaine Schwartz & Kay Glathar
Narver & Labahn Families

August 16

Margaret Phillpott,
John & Lou Ann Mergl

Carole Gutbrod

Fellow iy i & Joyos Conat
Mark & Joyce Gourle

August 30
Ushes |

Wilson Schroeder
Fellowship John & Lou Ann Mergl

Mark & Joyce Gourley




Save the Date — important dates beyond the month of Angust

YVVVVY

Saturday, September 12 — Celebration of Life for Debi Knudson
Sunday, September 13 — Rally Day & Mite Box Sunday

Friday, September 18 — Red Cross Blood Drive
Saturday, September 19 — Celebration of Life for Oscar Gutbrod
Saturday, October 24 — Ladies Guild Bazaar

Pastor on Vacation

2 3 4 5 6 7 8
9:00 Adult Sunday School | 8:15 TOPS 12:00 Rotary Club 7:30 Eat, Chat, Pray 7:00 Men @ Imagine
10:00 Worship Service Meeting 2:30 Dementia Warriors
with Communion .
Karyn on Vacation
Pastor on Vacation
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
7:30 Eat, Chat, Pra
9:00 Adult Sunday School | 8:15 TOPS v 12:00 Red Cross Blood
. . . 1:30 Dementia Warriors 7:00 Men @ Imagine Drive
10:00 Worship Service 10:15 Pieces by Peace Leaders Meeting
Jani’s House
@ ) 4:00 Elders Meeting
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
9:00 Sunday School 8:15 TOPS 12:00 Rotary Club 7:30 Eat, Chat, Pray
. Meetin . . 7:00 Men @ Imagine 11:00 Dementia Warriors
10:00 Outdoor Worship eeting . 2:30 Dementia Warriors Summer Party
Service with Communion 7:00 Church Council
Meeting
Pastor in St. Louis
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
9:00 Adult Sunday School | 8:15 Tops 7:30 Eat, Chat, Pray 7:00 Men @ Imagine 9:00 Freezer Meal
10:00 Worship Service 9:00 Freezer Meal Packing
Cooking
Pastor in St. Louis 11:00 PCS Board Meeting
30 31
9:00 Adult Sunday School | g8:15 TOPS

10:00 Worship Service




