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Dear Peace family, 
This is an interesting moment in time in the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod’s (LCMS) history. How so? The 
69th Convention will be held in Phoenix, AZ later this month. More Overtures were submitted to the Convention 
than ever before. The vote for Synodical President is tighter than in any previous election and is still not decided 
as of this writing. One issue that is causing passionate debate is worship. 

Some say that worship should only be traditional and from the liturgy. The argument is that this is the way the 
Church has always worshipped. It is comforting to know that some of the prayers we pray were shared by 
Christians in the 14th century and even earlier. It is calming to hear the Benediction and know that it comes 
straight from the Bible. The argument is also that our worship isn’t like the culture. As the culture chooses what 
entertains and attracts, the traditional liturgy uplifts the values of God. 

Others say that worship should be more contemporary. There are absolute teachings that do not change: The 
Trinity, Sacraments, Scripture, Grace and Faith. However, the mode of how these teachings are delivered is 
adaptable. It is uplifting to grasp God’s grace in a song that connects and you don’t have to translate the words 
or look them up in a dictionary. Didn’t Martin Luther try to communicate God’s Word in the vernacular? Isn’t 
contemporary music trying to do the same thing—delivering God’s Word in a relevant way to people? 

People form lines and argue with one another, typically speaking past each other. I personally enjoy traditional 
liturgy and contemporary songs. I try to set aside my preferences and think about what God would want me to 
receive. And I recognize that what moves me may not be what moves another person. 

I know that the Peace Lutheran family has an appreciation for both styles of worship too. Consider Billy Graham’s 
comment on the topic: 

Is only one style of worship right and all others wrong? Of course not. One style may be more 
comfortable for you than another; the important thing is that it should turn your heart toward God in 
worship and praise. (Don’t, however, look down on those who prefer other styles of worship. God is 
more concerned about the attitude of our hearts than the way we express it.) Worship isn’t supposed to 
be entertainment; we don’t come together to enjoy ourselves but to worship God. Jesus said, “The true 
worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father 
seeks” (John 4:23). Think of that: God seeks those who will truly worship Him. 

Not all churches are able to offer different styles of worship. We are—praise the Lord! We can give thanks for 
Colleen and our many other musicians that enhance our worship time together. 
In His Joy, 
Pastor J 
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Peace by the Numbers 

Date Attendance in Person Online Views Offering 

May 24 113 341 $1,601 

May 31 116 123 $14,125 

June 7 122 157 $5,635 

June 14 124 191 $8,230 

June 21 130 62 $1,817 

 

Plan for Worship 

July 5 – 10:00am Worship service with Communion. Sixth 
Sunday after Pentecost 

July 12 – 10:00am Outdoor Worship service. Mite Box Sunday. 

Seventh Sunday after Pentecost. 

July 19 – 10:00am Worship Service with Communion. Eighth 

Sunday after Pentecost.  

July 26 – 10:00am Worship Service outside on the patio. Ninth 

Sunday after Pentecost. 

Adult Bible Class for Summer 

 
Yes, the adults (and really all ages!) are having Bible Class through the summer. All 
are welcome! Our summer studies take place at 9:00 am in the fellowship hall each 
Sunday. We are watching parts of the Chosen series. Each Sunday we watch a clip or 
two from the Chosen and then discuss how the episode plus God’s Word challenges 
us in our walk with the Lord.  
 

Online Giving 

Did you know that you can now make your financial gift or offering to Peace online? You can give through a 
secure link on our website or through the QR code given in the bulletin/screen during the service. You can set 
up recurring giving on the web page, as well, if you would like to make your gift, for example, on a monthly 

basis. If you have questions regarding online giving, please contact Karyn in the office, or 
one of Peace’s Treasurer’s, George Abele or Lynn Reams.  

Peace Lutheran Church understands and teaches that Offerings are voluntary and to be 
from the heart. Whether we give or do not give does not determine our salvation. Whether 
we give much or little does not determine our standing before God. Sharing an Offering is 
an opportunity to quietly practice generosity with our neighbors.  
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Peace Night at the Knights 

Peace enjoyed a rainy summer baseball game for the Corvallis 
Knights on Thursday, June 25. A small, but mighty group braved the 
elements to enjoy some fellowship, food, and good baseball! Go 
Knights! 

 

 

 

 

Ladies Guild Adventures 

 
Peace Lutheran Ladies Guild has had a busy couple of months. We had an end of the 
year gathering in May at Bloom’s Boutique and Tea House in Lebanon. There were 
twenty-five women in the church that attended for lunch and tea. It was wonderful to 
gather for fellowship over lunch and tea. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

June 16 took us to Starker Forests for a guided tour with our own 
Gary Blanchard and his assistant, Corrine. The weather couldn’t 
have been better, and the tour was just as wonderful. It was a 
fantastic day! We left the church at 9:15 and returned at 1:00. 
We enjoyed lunch under the trees, learned a great deal about 
forest care, and heard many interesting stories about the area’s 
local history. It was inspiring to see such dedicated people caring 
for God’s creation. 
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We are grateful for the opportunity to help celebrate our confirmands and baptisms with cake and gifts. We 
also look forward to assisting with the services for Ruth Dally and Oscar Gutbrod. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As summer begins and fall approaches, we will be working on projects for the Bazaar. We hope the congregation 
will join us in making this year’s bazaar our best yet. It’s not too early to start creating handmade items or 
watching for sales on basket fillers. 

 

Dementia Warriors 

Here are the details for our July Dementia Warriors Meetings. The congregation is welcome and invited! 

Wednesday, July 1: Support Group meeting at 2:30 p.m.  

Topic: Legal considerations. A representative from Reynolds Law Firm will discuss powers of attorney, trusts, 

wills, advanced directives and answer general questions.  

Wednesday, July 15: Support Group meeting at 2:30 p.m.  

Activity: Summer bouquets. Benton County Master Gardeners will show how to select complementary blooms, 

prep stems, arrange flowers and secure a bouquet. All supplies provided, but feel free to bring a vase and/or a 

favorite flower or foliage from home. 

2026 Confirmands: Ellie Harrington & Wilson Schroeder 

Baptisms: Cennedee Durling & Hazen Anderton 
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Portals of Prayer 

Are you in need of a devotional? The July-September Portals of Prayer are available for 
you. The devotionals are in the narthex. Take one for yourself and one for a friend—we 
have plenty and want them shared! We need to hear more about God’s attributes. The 
more we appreciate God’s attributes, the more likely we are to love God and care more 
about what God cares about. July’s focus is on learning more about God’s attributes—
enjoy! 

 

 

 

Red Cross Blood Drive 

Peace will host a Red Cross Blood Drive on Friday August 14th from 12 – 5 pm. 
There is a critical need for blood supplies and your donation will most definitely 
help save a life. There are still plenty of spots available for sign-up.  Our blood 
drives have become famous within the Red Cross organization for wonderful 
volunteers and delicious treats. If you can help in either aspect, please let Cheryl 
Narver know.  

 

Corvallis for Refugees 

Did you know that Peace Lutheran is looking to partner with CFR in the coming 
months? Our role will not be to evangelize but to remember our refugees are 
created in the image of God, just as we are. The best way to share the Gospel with 
them is to live out our love for our neighbors by demonstrating our care and 
compassion. Our engagement with CFR is one of the ways we can live out the 
Gospel.          ~~ Elder Dave Leding 

Below is a list of services provided to families that partner with CFR as described on their website. Please pray 

for this partnership and let Pastor Lucke or Elder Dave know if you would like to be part of the care team! 

Employment Services 

We support clients in finding and maintaining meaningful employment through job readiness training, resume 

building, and direct connections to local employers. By walking alongside each individual—from first application 

to long-term career growth. 

Student Services 

We support refugee students and youth as they navigate the education system, offering guidance in school 

enrollment, academic support, and connections to resources that help them succeed. Through workshops, and 

events we aim to create pathways for long-term educational growth and opportunity. 
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Mental Health Activities 

We provide culturally responsive mental health activities and workshops that create safe spaces for healing, 

connection, and emotional well-being. Through group sessions, education, and partnerships, we help individuals 

strengthen their overall sense of stability and belonging. 

Resettlement Services  

We support newly arrived refugees as they begin their lives in our community, helping them secure housing, 

access essential services, and navigate systems like healthcare, education, and employment. Our goal is to 

ensure each family experiences a smooth, dignified transition and a strong foundation for long-term stability.  

Housing Support and Resident Services 

We help clients secure and maintain safe, stable housing by working closely with landlords, navigating 

applications, and providing ongoing support to address challenges. Through resident services at Blossom 

Gardens and Grand Fir we also create opportunities for connection, learning, and community, helping families 

feel supported and at home. 

Community Building 

We create opportunities for connection through events, programs, and shared spaces that bring individuals and 

families together. By fostering relationships and a sense of belonging, we help build a supportive, welcoming 

community where everyone can thrive. 

Upcoming Memorial Service Dates 

Join us to celebrate the lives of two faithful servants. 

Ruth Dally’s Celebration of Life will be held on Saturday, July 18. 

Oscar Gutbrod’s Celebration of Life will be held on Saturday, September 19. 

 

Vikki Fuhrman’s Book 

Vikki Fuhrman, a newer member of the Peace Community, is a contributing author to the 

newly released #1 international bestselling anthology, “Raising Teens Who Talk to You.” 

This heartwarming book is an invaluable read not just for parents, but also for educators, 

grandparents, aunts, uncles, and anyone who interacts with tweens and teens. Written 

by a collaborative team of practitioners, educators, parents, and grandparents with 

extensive backgrounds in child and family care, the book offers deep, collective wisdom. 

Reading it feels like sitting in a living room with a group of wise friends offering comfort, 

warm hugs, and trusted guidance for navigating these unique years with compassion, 

grace, and resilience. 

If you are curious there are a couple ways to check out the book. 1) There are two copies 

available directly through the church office for members. 2)You can purchase copies directly from Vikki on 

Sundays. Finally, 3) Print and digital copies are available on Amazon. 

  

https://www.amazon.com/Raising-Teens-Who-Talk-You-ebook/dp/B0GYQ8R9VP
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Summer Concert Series at Cardwell Hill Cellars 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

These events are not endorsed by Peace; however, the owners of Cardwell Hill are members of our 
congregation, and the events are a great opportunity to share an evening of good music, wine and 
company.  
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Stephen Ministry 
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Meals on Wheels 
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Anniversaries
2 Glen & Linda Williams 
3 Jack & Joy Flaschbart 

9 Richard & Maggi McFadden 
11 Svenja & Christian Dollar 

26 Dave & Terry Garvin 
27 Richard & Karyn Stanley 

Birthdays
2 Maggie McFadden 

3 Keaton Greig 
4 Jim Reams 
5 Lucy Leach 

5 Bev Hellesto 
8 Shirlene Humphrey 

9 Mallory Stokes 
10 Chona Dusek 
11 Rob Schulze 
12 Clara Stanley 
13 Kathy Hanna 

13 Lou Ann Mergl 
14 Jean Worth 

14 Janet Randall 
14 Ken Iverson 

16 Amanda LaGuardia 
19 Debby Sundbaum-Sommers 

24 Sandi Kloster 
25 Dick Abernathy 

30 Barry Hagen 
30 Callie Santora 
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July 12 
Ushers Margaret Phillpott 

Reader Debbi Weiler 

Fellowship  

Flowers Margaret Phillpott 

 

 

 

July 5 
Ushers Margaret Phillpott, John Mergl & 

Sharon Starr 

Reader Sophia Snyder 

Fellowship Susan Durham, Kay Glathar, John & 
Lou Ann Mergl 

Flowers Mark & Joyce Gourley 

Communion Debbi Weiler & Susan Durham 

 

July 26 
Ushers  

Reader Carole Gutbrod 

Fellowship Janette Payne 

Flowers Mark & Joyce Gourley 

 

July 19 
Ushers Jim & Lynn Reams 

Reader Kathy Hanna 

Fellowship  

Flowers Mark & Joyce Gourley 

Communion Debbi Weiler & Susan Durham 

 

July Volunteers
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      Philomath Frolic & Rodeo 

 

 

 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

 

  1 

7:30 Eat, Chat, Pray 

2:30 Dementia Warriors  

2 

7:00 Men @ Imagine 

3 

Office Closed 

4 

 

5 

9:00 Adult Sunday School  

10:00 Worship Service 
with Communion 

6 

8:15 TOPS 

7 

12:00 Rotary Club 

Meeting 

 

8 

7:30 Eat, Chat, Pray  

1:30 Dementia Warriors 
Leaders Meeting 

 

9 

7:00 Men @ Imagine 

10 

 

 

11 

 

12 

9:00 Adult Sunday School  

10:00 Outdoor Worship 
Service (Mite Box Sunday) 

13 

8:15 TOPS 

10:15 Pieces by Peace 

(Jani’s House) 

14 15 

7:30 Eat, Chat, Pray 

2:30 Dementia Warriors 

4:00 Elders Meeting  

16 

7:00 Men @ Imagine 

 

17 18 

Ruth Dally Celebration 
of Life 

19 

9:00 Adult Sunday School 

10:00 Worship Service 
with Communion  

 

20 

8:15 TOPS 

21 

12:00 Rotary Club 

Meeting 

7:00 Church Council 

Meeting 

22 

7:30 Eat, Chat, Pray 

23 

7:00 Men @ Imagine 

11:00 PCS Board Meeting 

24 

 

25 

 

26 

9:00 Adult Sunday School  

10:00 Worship Service  

2:00 Private Piano Studio 
Recital (Diane Crocker) 

27 

8:15 TOPS 

 

28 29 

7:30 Eat, Chat, Pray 

30 

7:00 Men @ Imagine 

31  

 

Save the Date – important dates beyond the month of July 

➢ August 14 – Red Cross Blood Drive 
➢ August 16 – Outdoor Worship on the Patio 
➢ September 13 – Rally Day Picnic (Start of Youth Sunday School) 
➢ September 19 – Celebration of Life for Oscar Gutbrod 
 

 

4th of July 


